
 ROMANS 5:12-17 (HCSB)                             
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, in this way death spread 
to all men, because all sinned. 13 In fact, sin was in the world before the law, but sin is not charged to a person’s 
account when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did 
not sin in the likeness of Adam’s transgression. He is a prototype of the Coming One. 15 But the gift is not like the 
trespass. For if by the one man’s trespass the many died, how much more have the grace of God and the gift 
overflowed to the many by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. 16 And the gift is not like the one man’s sin, 
because from one sin came the judgment, resulting in condemnation, but from many trespasses came the gift, 
resulting in justification. 17 Since by the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, how much 
more will those who receive the overflow of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ. 

 HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                                                                                          

>  BIBLICAL EMPHASIS:  Paul’s argument to this point in his letter has been essentially that all men are guilty of sin 
but God has sent His Son to be the means of salvation. Faith in Him is the only way. Chapter 5 is the first section in 
which Paul wrote about the marvelous benefits of this new life in Christ. Peace with God for the human race was 
lost when the first man, Adam, lost his relationship with God through disobedience. Peace with God was recovered 
the same way it was lost—by the actions of one man. Jesus Christ appeared as the “second Adam” to gain through 
obedience what Adam lost through disobedience. 

>  TEACHING AIM: As a result of today’s study, you will learn about:
1. Our need for grace (Rom. 5:12-14)
2. How we experience grace (Rom. 5:15-17)
3. The abundance of grace (Rom. 5:18-21)

BRENTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
ROMANS
THE ONLY ANTIDOTE TO DEATH (ROMANS 5:12-21)
SEPTEMBER 8, 2013

LEARNING GUIDE

  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS                                                                                                                                                    

The enormity of the sin problem that Paul addressed in the first four chapters of Romans raises a question. Is God’s 
grace sufficient and abundant enough to cover the problem? In Romans 5:12-14, Paul focused on the entry of sin 
into the world through Adam and the resulting death it brought. The arrival of the law revealed sin for what it is. If 
this were the end of the story, then we would all be hopeless.

> READ ROMANS 5:12-14.

How did Paul illustrate the problem of sin and God’s plan for fixing it?

What do you most remember about the story of Adam and the fall of man (Gen. 3:1-24)? 

How has the sin of Adam affected his descendants to the present day? 

How did you first become aware that you needed God’s grace? How long did it take you to accept His grace? 
What hurdles did you have to move beyond in order to do so?

> READ ROMANS 5:15-17.

Our entire situation (sin and its punishment) has been altered by “the gift.” We noted earlier that the history of 
redemption is about two men. Paul now turned his attention to the second man—Christ—and the gift that overflows 
to us. The gift is exactly that—not earned. It is a benefit graciously given to us without any regard as to whether we 
deserve it. God’s gift points to the availability of salvation at no charge to the recipients.
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How is Jesus’ work similar to Adam’s? How is it different? 

How did Jesus’ work affect our standing with God? 

How would you sum up these verses in your own words?

What must one do to benefit from what Christ did? 

In summary, Paul contrasted Adam and Christ in their actions (v. 15), in the immediate results (v. 16), and in the 
ultimate effects (v. 17). In verses 18-21, Paul continued the contrast.

> READ ROMANS 5:18-21.

Paul continued the contrast in the final section of this passage (vv. 18-21). One man’s sin ushered in sin and 
condemnation, but one Man’s sacrifice brought the possibility of acquittal and life. Sin cannot overwhelm grace. 
Grace is both abundant and amazing.

Read Romans 5:1-11. What are the benefits of God’s grace, made available to us through Jesus Christ?

How do the benefits of God’s grace enjoyed now prepare you for the life to come?

Why is sin no match for God’s grace? Why are so many people overwhelmed by sin? 

How does understanding the work of Adam and the work of Jesus affect your heart toward God?

  APPLICATION               

Paul teaches us that sin brings death, but Christ gives life. Driving this reversal is God’s great love for you and me. He 
is a God of grace, which is more than undeserved favor; His grace reverses the consequences of human sin. His grace 
is superlative generosity and overflowing abundance. It is more than what we need. No doubt about it—God is a 
generous God. We need only to remember the gift and the gift’s cost to know God loves sinners.

What would you say to someone who believes God’s grace can’t provide forgiveness for his or her sins? Is that 
different than what you tell yourself? If so, how?

What can you do this week to keep the reality of your reconciliation to God present in your thoughts? How 
might your week look differently if you do?

Does the gospel message excite you as it did Paul? Why or why not? What could help you experience its life and 
vitality again?

How can our group hold each other accountable to both focus on the gospel and share it with someone else 
this week?


